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The Cleveland Museum of Art Presents 


Grammy-nominated Persian Master on April 30 
“...a fiery improviser who moves from sighing, soulful lines to fiercely percussive pizzicato 


fusillades and swirling arpeggios. ”’. 
— The New York Times 


CLEVELAND, OH (April 8, 2004) — Two-time Grammy-nominated Kayhan Kalhor, a master of the 
Kamancheh (spike fiddle), brings together his own ensemble of musicians when the Cleveland Museum of Art 
(CMA) presents Persian Classical Music: Kayhan Kalhor Ensemble at the Museum’s Gartner Auditorium, on 
Friday, April 30, at 7:30 p.m. The concert is part of the acclaimed VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts. 

Admission for the performance is $20 and $15; $15 and $10 for CMA members. Tickets are available by 
calling 216-421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 





Kalhor has been instrumental in popularizing Persian music in the West through his solo concerts and 
work with Ghazal Ensemble, Yo-Yo Ma and the Kronos Quartet. He will be touring the United States for the first 
time with a group of accomplished artists who rank among the finest from the new generation of Persian classical 
musicians: Siamak Jahangiry (ney- flute), Hamid Khabazi (tar — plucked lute), Siamak Aghaei (santur — zither) and 
Pedram Khaverzamini (tombak - drum). Kalhor had previously toured extensively with Jahangiry and Aghaei with 
Yo-Yo Ma’s Silk Road Ensemble and recorded with them on the CD, Silk Road Journeys: When Strangers Meet. 
The program will feature meditative and highly ornamental improvisations from the classical Persian repertoire. 

Persian music is an ancient art form and one of the earliest musical traditions known today. Because of 
the geographic location and sociopolitical role of the ancient Persian Empire, Persian music and culture has 
contributed enormously to the foundation of many other musical traditions in Central Asia, Asia Minor, China, and 
North India. Since becoming associated with Islamic culture after the Arab invasion (7th century AD), it has 
traveled throughout the Middle East, North Africa, and the Mediterranean. Traces can be seen in North Africa 
Andalucian music and Spanish Flamenco. 

Born in Tehran, Iran, in 1963, Kalhor began his musical studies at the age of seven under the direction of 
Master Ahmad Mohajer. Recognized as a child prodigy for his musical talents, Kalhor was soon performing 
throughout Iran. Raised at the height of Persian art music renaissance that resulted from the Revolution of February 
in 1979, in which many Iranians renewed their national consciousness, Kalhor intensified his studies of Iranian 


classical music. 


(more) 


CMA/Kalhor — Page 2 


Kalhor studied Western classical music in Rome and at Carleton University in Ottawa, Canada where he 
received a degree in music. He has composed works for some of Iran’s most renowned vocalists including 
Mohammad Reza Shajarian and Shahram Nazeri. In 1991, Kalhor co-founded Dastan, the acclaimed Persian 
classical music ensemble. His current ensemble combines brilliant artists from the new generation of Persian 
classical musicians for their first United States tour. 

The next performance in the VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts will be Zakir Hussain: Masters of 
Indian Music on Friday, May 7, 2004, at 7:30 p.m. in the Museum’s Gartner Auditorium. The Grammy 
Award-winning Zakir Hussain is considered one of the greatest musicians of his time. His performance during the 
opening ceremonies for the 1996 Summer Olympics in Atlanta, Ga. introduced him to millions of television 
viewers worldwide. He will be joined by the brilliant violinists Ganesh and Kumar and a troupe of Indian 
percussion virtuosos. Tickets are available for $30 and $27; $27 and $25 for CMA members by calling 
(216) 421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or buying online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 

For more information about the CMA and its programs, please call (216) 421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 





or visit our web site at www.ClevelandArt.org. 





Promotional support for the VIVA! series is provided by 107.3 FM, the Wave. The Cleveland Museum of 
Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. 

The VIVA! series is supported in part by an award from the National Endowment for the Arts and the 
American Express Company. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship, and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services, and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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